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MOTIVE and OPPORTUNITY Worksheet

From Raising a Bilingual Child: A Step-by-Step Guide for Parents  by Barbara Zurer Pearson, Ph.D.

(Random House, 2008 )
http://www.zurer.com/pearson/bilingualchild
Books and Books, Coral Gables  El Día de Los Niños 4/30/08

	MOTIVE
	OPPORTUNITY

	How will you “sell” the 2nd language?? 
What motivates children at different ages?  
	How will you find or create meaningful interactions for the child in the target language??

	0-1
	For free!
	Within the Home 
	

	2
	
	Nuclear Family
	

	3
	
	Extended family
	

	4
	
	Community
	

	5
	
	Potential Visitors
	

	6-7
	
	Print and Media
	

	8-10
	
	Outside the Home
	

	11-13
	
	Friends 
	

	
	
	Schooling
	

	
	
	Informal schooling
	

	14+
	
	Travel Opportunities
	

	
	
	Electronic Networks
	

	
	
	Mentors 
	

	
	
	Confidence
	


	Bilingual* Benefits


	Social and Emotional
	Cognitive
	Cultural

	
	Flexible, divergent thinkers
Enhanced selective attention

(through old age!)

Learn 3rd language easier
Understand grammar of first language better

Precocious “metalinguistic awareness” (for reading, especially)


	

	
	
	


